Since the time of Hippocrates it has been the accepted tradition of the medical profession that the doctor's duty is to preserve, not to destroy, human life, even the life of the unborn child. This doctrine has been confirmed and strengthened throughout the Christian era until quite recent times. For It has been urged that by instituting tribunals empowed to give permission for abortions to be carried out on specified grounds, many hardships could be avoided. We find the idea unpromising. A tribunal seems on many grounds to be a very unsuitable instrument for making the kind of investigation necessary for determining the truth of statements made in the applications. Moreover, if the terms of reference are to be drawn, and applied, strictly, the situation would be no easier for the mother than it is now. If as loosely drawn as in Scandinavia, for example, where the law allows the pregnancy to be terminated for "weakness" or "predictable weakness", practically any case could get through and it would be hard to see why women were not simply given a free hand.
We feel, after careful study of our own practice, and the literature, that there is no case for therapeutic abortion on psychiatric grounds in the great majority of patients, and that with further increase in medical knowledge, the number of these cases will be still more reduced as has already taken place in every other branch of medicine.
